EURON PhD Days 2022
On 7 & 8 February 2022 the annual PhD Days took place at Hasselt University. The days were kicked-off
by a keynote lecture from Prof. Werend Boesmans (Hasselt University) with the provocative title ‘Two
brains are better than one’. On the second day, prof. Katie Lunnon (University of Exeter Medical School,
UK) started with a plenary lecture on ‘Epigenetics and dementia’.
Over the two days, there were four parallel sessions on different topics. Each session was introduced by
an expert scientist from the EURON network. The topics of the sessions were as follows:
- Neurodegeneration/regeneration and psychiatric disorders, presentation by Prof. Dr. Anne
Grünewald - University of Luxembourg)
- The periphery: gut-brain axis, the PNS and sensory organs, , presentation by Prof. Dr. Paul Wieringa Maastricht University)
- Neuromodulation and neuroimaging, , presentation by(Dr. Boriss Sagalajev - University of Cologne)
- Immuno-neuron and glial-neuron interactions, presentation by Dr. Yeranddy Aguiar Alpizar - Hasselt
University)
The expert presentation of each session was followed by four PhD student talks. There was also the
possibility for PhD students to present their research in two poster sessions.
In addition to the scientific program, there was a workshop on networking and a panel discussion
focusing on career options after your PhD.
During the days both posters and oral presentations were evaluated by EURON scientists, and in each
category 3 PhD students were awarded:
Best poster award:

1. Lieve van Veggel

All you can EAAT3: restoring myelin,
the brain's favourite fat.

2. Laura Van Der Taelen

3. Amy Holland

Renal and cerebral small vessel disease: Specific microRNA signatures are
an inflammatory tangle.
associated with enteric glia status.

Best presentation:

1. Sara Lambrichts

Neurovascular dysfunction and
cognitive, impairment in a model of
hairt failure with preserved ejaction
fraction.

2. Simone Schonkeren

Tumor Phenotype Is Influenced by
Enteric Neuron Density in
Colorectal Cancer.

3. Narek Manukjan

Cerebral hypoperfusion induced by
carotid stenosis leads to hypoxia in
oligodendrocyte precursor cells.

Thanks to the organizing committee!
Ellis Nelissen, Assia Tiane, Chritica Lodder, Annet
van de Waterweg Berends, Melissa Schepers and
Ben Rombaut.
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